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 Beginning in the summer of 2005, the Utah Arts Council embarked on an 
ambitious statewide Listening Tour, the first in its history, visiting communities 
throughout the state of Utah. 
 
 This comes at a time when there is a new Governor, Jon M. Huntsman, Jr., a 
new Department of Community and Culture headed by Yvette Diaz, and a new 
director of the Utah Arts Council, Margaret Hunt.  The time seemed right to take a 
look at the role of the Utah Arts Council in serving its constituents and adding 
public value. 
 
 The Utah Arts Council is developing a long-range strategic plan for the arts 
in Utah.  Research and public input are critical components in developing a relevant 
and successful plan.  The Utah Arts Council Listening Tour was developed to gather 
information from the general public, engage in public and open dialogue, and 
define strategies for advancing arts and culture in the State. 
 
METHODOLOGY 
   
 On June 27 and 28, 2005, the Utah Arts Council conducted interviews with 
community leaders and representatives of various arts and community groups in 
Cedar City, Utah. 
 
 The Listening Tour also included small group interviews, a discussion with 
community leaders and a public town hall meeting with the general public. 
 
 The Utah Arts Council designed the interview and discussion questions to 
elicit advice, opinions and ideas about the current state of the arts in Cedar City and 
the vision of the community for arts and culture in the future. 
 
 The results of the interviews and discussions are summarized in the following 
report. 
 
  

SECTION ONE: 
PROJECT OVERVIEW 
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The following common themes were discovered during the Cedar City 
Listening Tour. 
 
 
VISUAL ARTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL 
AND AMATEUR 
DEVELOPMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VALUE OF ART:   
EMOTIONAL 
AND 
MONETARY 
VALUES 

Problems:  The area is not currently oriented towards visual 
arts.  Art exhibits need to have more venues so that the art is 
seen.  
 
Ideas:  Suggestions were made for traveling exhibitions to 
come to the area, starting a monthly evening gallery stroll 
and obtaining a venue which artists could use to display their 
work.  The joy stemming from the creation of art and visual 
stimulation from such artwork should be experienced more 
frequently by both artists and audiences. 
 
Problems:  Accessibility to workshops and other technical 
assistance is not what it could be.     
 
Ideas:  A continuous feed of information directly to artists 
about services, opportunities, arts research and activities 
from other communities would be helpful in spurring 
creative and informative approaches to development.  Artists 
need help with art networking and workshops.  The area 
needs assistance in day-to-day administration of 
information; it was suggested that a satellite office or a full 
time representative of the Utah Arts Council be conducted 
in Cedar City or St. George.   
 
Problems:  Some community and personal perception is that 
art has no real life application unless it is raising revenue and 
contributing to the tax base. 
 
Response:  Success in arts experiences transfers to life 
pursuits.  Every day arts experiences such as tole painting, 
piano lessons, scrap booking, crafts create successful, creative 
experiences.  It also assists in an appropriate expression of 

SECTION TWO: 
INTERVIEW SUMMARIES AND FINDINGS 
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VALUE OF ART:   
EMOTIONAL AND 
MONETARY VALUES 
cont. 
 
 
 
EARLY 
EXPOSURE TO 
ARTS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNITY 
ARTS PROJECTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VENUES 

emotion.  One teacher uses drawing to calm down highly 
emotional students.  The application of art to every day 
experiences is vital to the well-being and growth of the 
community. 
 
Problems:  Concerns were expressed that outlying, small 
areas don’t get any exposure to arts, especially children in 
lower income situations.  The current school curriculum 
seems to be narrowing children’s experiences instead of 
expanding them.  There is a general fear that arts will be cut 
altogether and people are wondering if the Utah Arts 
Council could step in to fill the gap if this happens.   
 
Ideas:  Exposing children to rich experiences helps develop 
life skills.  The community is interested in how to integrate 
art into “hard” sciences, i.e., math, science, technology, so 
that they are fun.  The community requested assistance for 
parents in providing arts activities after school and during 
summer months.  Suggestions included film-making for 
children, a monthly exhibit board of outstanding art in each 
school, continue artist-in-residence programs,  and “Artist 
in a Box” program. 
 
Problems:  Art activities, especially for children and families, 
are not readily available.  There is a perception that the 
existing arts are for tourism, not the local population. 
 
Ideas:  Art projects opportunities should be made available 
to the community that are low cost, easy, and something 
tangible to take home. 
 
Problems:  Venues for performances and exhibits are difficult 
to find and not easily accessible to limited budgets of local 
performing groups.  Rock and jazz groups popularity is 
growing.  Groups that tour from Denver to California would 
perform in Cedar City if there was a place for them.  
Orchestra is expanding to include college and high school 
students and other venues are needed.  Art exhibit space is 
also difficult to come by.   
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VENUES cont. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
PUBLIC 
AWARENESS 
AND 
PARTICIPATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ARTS IN 
EDUCATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TOURISM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FUNDING 

Ideas:  Identify unused or vacant buildings that can be used 
on a temporary basis until venues are developed.  Gallery 
strolls suggested as a means of addressing art exhibit 
problem.  Help with the identification and purchase of a 
venue for performances and exhibits. 
 
Communication between the art world, the Utah Arts 
Council, similar organization and the community are sparse 
and hit-and-miss.  Isolation between towns makes 
communication and attendance difficult.  Advertisements of 
upcoming events, lectures, visitors, etc. could be sent out via 
email or phone tree, as well as reminders as events come 
closer.  The locals are not as supportive of the arts as visitors.  
Local business sponsorships to events could be developed. 
Free or reduced admission night for local communities and 
residents would be helpful. 
 
Problems:  The community worries that the State may cut 
arts completely from the education system.   
 
Ideas:  The Utah Arts Council should step in as a high profile 
advocate to address this issue.  The Utah Arts Council should 
provide advocacy training, so that residents and parents can 
be effective advocates. 
 
Problems:  The arts add a lot to the efforts of drawing people 
to the region.   
 
Ideas:  More connection needed between arts organizations 
and the state tourism program, including calendar of events.  
Add arts and culture programs and activities to the Utah 
Travel Council website which is now focused on sports and 
recreation. 
 
Problems:  A perception is that the Utah Arts Council 
heavily funds projects in Salt Lake City and tends to ignore 
the rest of the state.   
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FUNDING cont. Response:  The Utah Arts Council will provide the 
community with the charts (shown in Appendix D of this 
report) to correct this misperception.  A list of potential 
services and support the Council can provide in the Cedar 
City area will be provided in response to concerns expressed. 
RAP tax has been discussed and the Utah Arts Council will 
offer assistance as needed to advance funding mechanisms 
for the arts. 
 
Ideas:  Requests were made for funding to help with 
equipment and for arts materials.   
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Interviews were conducted with local arts, government, education, literary 

and civic leaders.  The purpose of the interviews was to elicit responses on the role of 
arts in the community at this time, perception of the role of arts in the future and 
the Utah Arts Council’s part in that vision.   

 
! Support of Shakespeare being taught in schools.  Increased arts funding in 

public schools is needed. 
! Expressed support for additional funding for the arts council and the RAP 

tax.  Offered support and assistance in these areas.  
! New theatre has opened new opportunities for their community.  

Realizes that art equates to money.  20% of jobs in Cedar City are in the 
hospitality industry.  Hope for creation of year-round opportunities for 
the community and tourists. 

! Cedar City is changing, becoming more cosmopolitan and taking on a 
Park City flare.  Many new residents coming to live in Cedar City are 
from Las Vegas.  They come here wanting stimulating activities such as 
university lectures and performances, Shakespeare, etc. Creating 
additional opportunities throughout the year is vital. 

! The Music Arts Association is the oldest in the state.  They have brought 
Ririe-Woodbury, Vienna Choir Boys, Broadway shows, Utah Symphony 
& Opera, etc. but there is a need to foster local arts organizations and 
talents.  The problem is that everything happens in the summer.  They 
would like to get the Utah Symphony there more than once a year. 

! Year Round Festivals currently include Cowboy Poetry, Great American 
Stampede, Sky Festival with hot air balloons, and Shakespeare Festival. 

! Need to figure out something for the winter.  Currently have Christmas 
Festival and Parade, Nutcracker from Las Vegas, local Christmas show, 
and a brass band from Las Vegas. 

! Need to develop more free concerts. 
! Marketing Cedar City as a Festival City.   
! Supports RAP tax.  Rather than a county-wide tax, look at implementing 

it on a city-wide basis. 
! Money is the most critical need.  There is a feeling that all the money 

goes to Salt Lake City-based organizations.  The Utah Arts Council is a 
statewide program and the Utah Arts Council needs to evaluate how 
organizations are funded.   

INTERVIEWS  
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! Generally speaking, the arts in Cedar City seem to be flourishing because 
they have a venue to perform in. 

! Supports continuing the arts in schools.  Both high schools have 
orchestras, bands, drama classes and put on musical productions.  Visual 
arts are less visible within the community. 

! Get an art gallery in a location that is convenient with good parking; 
preferably in the downtown area. 

! People move here because of Shakespeare, they love the arts and want 
more of it.  

! Artist/painter/printmaker came to Utah to teach.  Loves the relative 
seclusion to create art and live privately. 

! Leave a legacy – leave something behind and make a difference in 
people’s lives through the visual arts. 

! ArtOps and Individual Artist Services offered by the Utah Arts Council 
are helpful and an important source for emerging artists, but not many 
offerings listed for the professional artist. 

! Finds it very helpful to serve on panels at the Utah Arts Council.   
! Would like to see a satellite Utah Arts Council office in Cedar City.  Utah 

Arts Council could provide a small salary for local arts council liaison 
person. 

! Liked the listening tour idea and would like to see more of this in Cedar 
City. 

! Would like to see grant writing workshops, website development and 
professional development seminars sponsored by the Utah Arts Council 
brought to Cedar City.  Need to know how to evaluate what matching 
funds, budget costs, etc.  St. George would not be a too far distant place 
for the two cities to collaborate audience attendance.  

! As a teacher of visual arts, visual arts coordinator and curator, this arts 
person wears many hats.   

! Arts have always been a part of life.  Introduced to literature and theatre 
and visual arts in high school. 

! Trying to balance life and improve self and arts in Cedar City.  Too many 
things to juggle but passionate about many projects.  Want to up-grade 
visual arts and revive the annual arts competition and exhibition. 

! The arts enrich everyone’s lives.  Want to preserve old things (reference 
to the building soon to be demolished). 

! Want arts curriculum back in the lower schools – high school is too late 
for arts to be available for children. 

! Arts should stand by themselves – valued for the creativity and product 
and not what money is brought in with their productions, paintings, 
performances, etc.  
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! Performing arts good in Cedar City – music good, dance (Burch Mann), 
etc. 

! Would like to revive the old tradition of children bringing money to 
purchase a painting for their school.  (The idea came from Alice Merrill 
Horne over 100 years ago).   

! Just finished a project with Vern Swanson who appraised their (city’s) 
permanent collection.  New library will house and display the collection.  
They are proud of the collection and want their citizens to appreciate 
what they have. 

! How do young artists get started?  Suggested that Utah Arts Council 
could present this seminar in conjunction with the Art Department at 
SUU.  

! Everything I do is about art.  I travel to make art, visit museums and 
galleries for ideas and to promote my art, teach art, and create art – all 
the time. 

! Received a fellowship from Utah Arts Council that allowed the purchase 
of printmaking equipment.  This helped with my career as an artist. 

! Teaching, workshops, schools, were good experiences and she received 
good responses from them.  Tried to start an arts council in Parowan to 
find like minds and to combat loneliness, but was not successful in 
getting others to participate and didn’t want to carry the sole burden of 
the endeavor.  Hard to find people with know-how, etc. 

! Would like to see more going on in Cedar City in the visual arts.  The 
Sears Exhibit is about realism and landscape painting as it is a fund raiser 
and not a show for artwork that provokes. 

! Need to know where to go for information and technical assistance. 
! Would like to have a publication of events, etc. for the region. 
! Wants traveling exhibitions.  With new library space, there is a space for 

exhibitions. 
! Proprietor of local frame shop and gallery paints and draws whenever 

there is a little time to do so. 
! Was introduced to art at the age of 5 years.  Took dancing lessons, 

instrumental lessons and was strongly encouraged by mother and 
connection at continuing education programs for art classes. 

! Would like to see painting and other visual art more viable. 
! My other business keeps gallery going.  Have artists split the cost of an 

opening (postcard announcements, food, etc.) for one-person shows. 
! Has a desire to see Cedar City Arts Council help establish a Gallery Stroll 

evening. 
! Many patrons offer thanks for having artists receptions as it is the only 

event they look forward to attending. 
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! Is offended at schools not offering art curriculum; they can take only one 
art class. 

! Art is balance to life.  Difficult to achieve balance – business, art, and 
being a single mom. 

! Is there help for galleries to show more art and artists?  Some kind of 
funding source? 

! Mona Woolsey received a grant from Utah Arts Council’s Art Education 
program for a tile project.  Filled a gallery with the painted tiles – a terrific 
project, but could not get Cedar City businesses to support the project.  
What little that was contributed did not cover costs.  Kids and parents 
loved the project.  

! SUU’s English Dept. is having trouble getting locals to come onto the 
campus for literary events. For example, there was a very good crowd at 
Derek Walcott’s reading at SUU, but almost no one from the Cedar City 
community attended; it was mainly attended by people with ties to the 
university. Efforts are underway to address the problem. 

! Todd Petersen is now on the board of the Iron County Library and hopes 
to use the public library for selected literary events. 

! Bill Byrne, new Dean of the College of the Arts, has recently been 
appointed to the Cedar City Arts Council. 

! Cedar City, Springdale, St. George and possibly University of Nevada in 
Las Vegas could all be on the same regional tour for visiting writers, or 
other traveling artists.  Utah Arts Council could help these different 
entities “block book” readings and performances.  Utah Arts Council 
could also help these entities find funding from regional sources, e.g., 
WESTAF (Western States Arts Federation). 

! In light of the NEA’s recent study, “Reading at Risk,” the group feels that 
the teaching of creative writing is a powerful, but sadly overlooked, tool 
for teaching literacy. “Why isn’t creative writing being introduced into 
the region’s literacy efforts?” 

! Not enough is being done in the region to recognize the local creative 
artists. “We all know when the high school quarterback is named to the 
All-State Team, but who ever know when a local writer or artist receives a 
similar honor?” “How about the Mayor declaring an “Artist John/Jane 
Doe Day”? 

! Some sort of quick communication system is needed to spread the word 
to the region’s arts supporters. An email “alert” system would work, so 
would a phone tree. There should be some way to get important, 
breaking news out to the field efficiently and quickly. e.g., “Derek 
Walcott will be reading in Cedar City on Thursday. Call the Arts Council 
for more information.”  
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! Arts provide enrichment of our lives and make us whole. Everything 
stems from the arts.  We enjoy making things, working through things 
and enjoying the process thru the arts; it is important that things “look 
right”; are aesthetically pleasing 

! We are trying to expose the children to rich experiences.  Help them 
become listeners, not just doers.  Are concerned that curriculum seems 
to be narrowing children’s experiences.   

! Teacher cited an example of success when the question was posed to 
children:  If any artist could come who would you want to come here?  1st 
/ 2nd grader, said “me” – teacher was so pleased the child “got it” and saw 
himself as an artist. 

! Another teacher cited a recent project with students creating ceramic tiles 
– all of the participants in her estimation were successful no matter what 
the tile looked like. 

! One participant explained she was pianist and arts major.  The arts are 
important in her life and that of her children. 

! “The creative aspect of education is being lost in analysis and study.” 
! The arts are the joy in our lives. 
! “Fund arts on the same level as sports, etc.” 
! Success in arts experiences transfers to other life pursuits. 
! Requests were made for funding of equipment, material and supplies. 

(kiln, paper, paint, etc.) 
! Would like assistance with art networking – music workshops for 

example. 
! Artist in residence programs are good avenues for students and artist and 

much appreciated. 
! One teacher had contacted and signed up for the Traveling Exhibit 

Program but never heard a response back.  This teacher has tried three 
years in a row. 

! Enthusiastic, positive response to “Artist in a Box” program. (Similar to 
art moms programs where individual brings information about a given 
artist, i.e. Van Gogh.  Kids learn about the artist and do art projects that 
simulate the style of that particular artist) 

! “Evening for Arts Educators” needs to be more closely tied to the core 
curriculum in the schools. 

! Teachers are feeling pressed for time and do not feel qualified to include 
arts as part of teaching method. 

! Participants suggested more training for teachers in use of arts 
integration. 

! Strong, successful project described as “I” Movie for any elementary age 
child during summer or extended school year where participants are 
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required to write dialogue, design and construct sets, locations, edit and 
burn DVD toward the production of self made movies. 

! Participants cited examples of how non-fiction writing helps students 
develop skills in examination and process. 

! When students are allowed to talk to each other during creative process 
they talk through process and problem solving among each other rather 
than through the instructor. 

! Asked for support of programs for teachers to hold after school and/or 
summer programs; grant writing workshops for teachers, etc. and review 
of grants before submittal; other sources of funding recommendations, 
particularly for supplies, etc. 

! Teachers expressed concern and interest in exposing children from the 
very small communities around to arts experiences:  Kanaraville, 
Newcaslte, Enoch, Enterprise, Beyrl and New Harmony. 

! Participates in the arts by scrap booking, tole painting, sewing, 
piano/singing, guitar/singing/teaching, crafts. 

! Twelve-year-old daughter has learned how to make fleece blankets; 
studying violin at school (5th Grade). 

! Cedar City voting today on School Bond moving 5th grade back into 
elementary school and building two more elementary schools.   

! There is concern among participants that Arts Education (stringed 
instruments in particular) will be eliminated or reduced for children 
going back into “regular” elementary. 

! Several told of childhood experiences in ballroom and social dance classes 
as children.  As adults attending dances, those couples that could dance 
well would be dancing while the others watched with envy.  Several talked 
of the social advantage children have that have received social and/or 
ballroom dance in social situations and self esteem and understanding 
dance etiquette. 

! Agree arts experiences should be available during the day in public 
schools. 

! “No one ever hears of BAND STUDENT GOES CRAZY…” it is usually the 
athletes. 

! Children and students are always excited about projects where they are 
creating or making something, never about their math. 

! Comments were made about how sad it is that as children get older, their 
experiences of movement change and become restricted in activity and 
their art lessens. 

! Observations of one participant that works with children:  when she 
encounters a child that is emotionally upset or physically agitated she has 
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them draw to calm them and to observe the art that is produced to help 
in analyzing the problem. 

! Would like research about life skills and examples of singing particular 
songs, etc. with lyrics that teach life skills. 

! Told of examples of project managements skills being developed in 
children when given arts projects with deadlines.  Through the process 
children develop skills to manage process, task lists and final product.  As 
part of the process the children are required to give presentations and/or 
explain their methods toward the final product. 

! Would like to access information about services, current research, etc. 
! Examples were sighted of the new superintendent of the schools 

dedicating the bulletin board/display area at the school district offices to 
show student art for a month every year. 

! Parents offered experiences where they have an area dedicated to the 
display of their children’s art in their home.  Helps the children develop 
higher self-esteem and confidence. 

! Asked that the Arts Education program include more information in 
their “packets” sent by the Utah Arts Council office.  This information 
could then be included in school newsletters.   Asked Arts Education to 
provide ideas for parents to do arts activities with their children during 
the summer and at home. 

! If arts were going to be eliminated from the schools, would the Utah Arts 
Council be the agency fighting to keep the arts curriculum?  Utah Arts 
Council replied by saying that we could best provide them with all of the 
research and advocacy information so that they, as voters, could speak to 
their decision makers.   

! Cedar City Arts Council was established in the 1990’s but fizzled and 
burned out.  Three years ago, it was revived and it just received its 
501(c)(3) designation.  Has been asked by Mayor Sherrat to apply for 
RDA grant funds. 

! In my personal life, arts add “something beyond the mundane actions of 
living everyday….it cultivates….it’s a mental state beyond mere 
existence.”  “I do gourd art and when I’m doing that, I like the freedom, 
and it’s a way for me to cultivate my mental garden.” 

! CCAC has three socials a year with performing arts, visual arts and literary 
arts appeal.  It’s created more of a cohesive community and comments 
like “I didn’t know there was this much talent.”   

! CCAC does a children’s art festival.  It brings out families and fosters a 
sense of discovery.   

! CCAC just did “Groovefest” a bluegrass, jazz, etc. I think it broadened 
perspectives and created a sense of community.  
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! We’re trying to support the local artists and artists in this museum too.  I 
can provide space for artists.  I can help those who can’t get into the ‘high 
end’ places.  Those who don’t have portfolios and extensive resumes.  In 
our socials, we move around the various places and everyone comes to a 
different venue because of their affiliations.  We also have a one day arts 
festival.   

! The CCAC budget is around $2,400.  That includes memberships and 
whatever we make off of the one-day fall festival.  We get about $900 
from the Utah Arts Council so more funding would help us buy supplies 
and consumables, advertising, marketing.  

! We have one board but members are concerned because there is no 
defined role for each board member.  We have titles but don’t know what 
people in those roles are supposed to do.  We’d like the Utah Arts 
Council’s help in working with the board. 

! I see the CCAC as the liaison to the Utah Arts Council and state 
government.  I don’t know how the Utah Arts Council funding is 
structured and how Utah Arts Council interacts with the legislature. 

! It would be nice if there was more cohesive interaction between all the 
arts organizations.  There is a Cedar City Arts Committee and they 
function separately and have for 62 years.  They have an annual visual arts 
exhibition.  I think the Arts Council is supposed to represent all arts 
community entities together.  However, Shakespeare doesn’t really work 
with us except to co-sponsor something in the fall.  They aren’t even an 
institutional member of CCAC. 

! I’m concerned with how to keep the momentum with CCAC and board 
moving forward.  How to reinvigorate?  We would like to create a 
volunteer corps for socials and the children’s festival. 

! We need help creating an annual budget and we need help in learning 
how to raise funds. 

! Doing the website, fall arts festival, etc.  People love to suggest but they 
don’t step up to the plate to actually work.   

! Sales for Utah Shakespearean Festival are up by about 8%.  Performances 
have been repositioned and attendance is up.   

! I don’t have an arts background.  I was just a casual participant but the 
arts have always been important to me.  When I have leisure time, I enjoy 
the arts and have always done so.  I also believe that it helps us 
understand others. 

! I didn’t grow up with the arts or artistic resources.  I do have a foundation 
in music and playing instruments.  In an effort to sell the arts I’ve learned 
that it’s about seeing things differently and having a heightened 
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perspective.  Now, in my family, I’m the one promoting the arts for my 
nieces and nephews.  The experience is important. 

! The Utah Shakespearean Festival is in a planning process and need to work 
harder on building strong relationships with the community.   

! We need assistance in developing advocacy – from the Utah Arts Council 
and other sources.  We need advocacy training.   

! There is a real division between the arts and the “non-arts” members of 
the community, yet we say that our mission is to “educate, enrich and 
entertain.”  

! Most of the information I have about the arts in Utah comes from the 
weekly email from the Utah Cultural Alliance.  I have more of a constant 
connection to them than I do the Utah Arts Council (at this point). 

! I see myself as a patron and administrator of the arts.  I am a Board 
Member of the Cedar City Arts Council (which meets quarterly).  I am a 
singer and musician.  My husband is a performer too.  I am currently 
figuring out that transition from a college arts administration program to 
working in the community. 

! Main goal of community arts is to increase attendance at performances. 
The orchestra has an aging population base.  They are reaching out to 
schools and have a lot of creative ideas.  One of the issues for audience 
development is that the shows are often too long. 

! It’s important for people to have the opportunity to perform.  The 
orchestra is branching out and now includes some college and high 
school students. 

! Biggest challenges are funding, involving the board in raising money, 
audience development, limited manpower – learning how to delegate and 
deal with the isolation.  We sometimes perform at the Heritage Center, 
but the facility is not the utopia they thought it would be.  It is too 
expensive to rent. 

! The Utah Arts Council could help with training, facilitating networking, 
knowing and disseminating what other communities are doing, providing 
grants, encourage a community arts and recreation center. 

! Four years ago, the Cedar City Arts Council revamped and had a Board 
retreat to refine goals.  Effort to take on role of umbrella organization.  
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 The discussion at the Town Hall meeting brought out ideas similar to those 
expressed in the interviews of the previous day.  Funding, arts for children in 
rural and low income areas, venues, artistic development and support, the place 
and role of arts in the community, and public awareness and participation all 
were clearly and passionately discussed. 
 

The following are the community’s comments: 
 

 ! Where does architecture fit into the scope of the Arts and Utah 
Arts Council?  How do we save and preserve heritage 
architecture? 

! We need tools to advance the goals of the Utah Shakespearean 
Festival as an economic contributor to the local economy. 

! Cedar City’s population is changing and becoming more diverse.  
In twenty years, Cedar City is projected to double in size.  It is 
less rural than it used to be.  

! We need to meet the needs of ethnic populations. 
! Arts need to be accessible to everyone including low income 

families. 
 

SECTION THREE: 
TOWNHALL SUMMARIES AND FINDINGS 

A town hall meeting was held in 
Cedar City the evening of June 28, 
2005 to get input from 
community members as to the 
role of arts now and in the future.  
Over  thirty people attended 
including citizens in their early 
twenties and established/veteran 
members of the community. 
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! More opportunities for children and adults to participate in 
community art, via a community art center, city murals, etc. 

! Earlier notification of writing contests. 
! Need local venues to showcase local artists to increase 

participation and experience in the arts. 
! Local venue to show student/youth work. 
! Need an art gallery for permanent city collection and exhibition 

of local talent. 
! Develop ways to create an environment to draw students. 
! Create experiential art opportunities:  focus on participation 

rather than just watching. 
! Grassroots volunteer force a plus. 
! Create environment that will draw families and businesses. 
! Win-win corporate and artist associations/partnerships. 
! Need to tie recreation and arts together; shared space at 

Recreation Center; interaction of the two ideas.   
! Development of Cedar City must happen west of the freeway.  

How to tie the community together? 
! Vibrant arts create vibrant communities in which people will 

want to put down roots.  Currently SUU educates individuals 
who then leave the area. 

! Must factor cultural tourism into budgets. 
! Need to develop social networking:  identify and utilize people 

who are natural conduits for arts activities – they naturally pass 
along information.   

! It takes tenacity to develop an art community. 
! Push “arts aren’t fluff.” 
! Visiting artists:  talk to local artists to encourage, inspire, 

motivate. 
! How do you educate the community to local art opportunities?  

How do you appropriately disseminate that information? 
! Interdisciplinary art interaction needed. 
! RAP tax/Cultural Tourism – show statistics on how the arts 

contribute to economic development. 
! Buy in from community and community leaders; educate how 

to achieve that. 
! Audience development – showcase on why the arts are 

important to the community. 
! More accessibility for small rock bands in SLC. 
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! Resources for groups starting up (venues, insurance, marketing).  

Possible local donation of unused property; corporate 
sponsorship to provide insurance for property. 

! Consider the draw that local bands create. 
! Better ways to connect the arts community – How? Identify 

people and organizations that can act as hubs of information 
and communication. 

! Better use of Cedar City Arts Council website. 
! Look back to our art history and embrace wisdom. 
! Risk of losing charitable/tax gifts with tax reform. 
! Children’s Art Museum. 
! Resources to help promote the RAP tax. 
! Co-packaging arts advertising with travel, outdoor tourism. 
! Do you want a clarinet in a child’s hand or a gun?  Challenge to 

communicate this.   
! Continue to educate others on the intrinsic/researched benefits 

of the arts. 
! Tap into traveling artists. 
! Accessible arts events. 
! Boondocks venue where bands can play for youth and to engage 

kids in the arts. 
! Resources for capital development. 
! Training for running non-profits, i.e., financial management, 

marketing, etc. 
! Broadening the spectrum of the arts – Avante Garde to Classical. 
! Need to educate and expand the knowledge about and 

awareness for art forms outside the norm. 
! Need to open minds. 
! State bulletin board with alerts. 
! Emphasize some of the great things already taking place in 

schools and continue to support at school and district levels. 
! Change approach of promoting the arts – all kids have access to 

little league.  There needs to be an internal commitment for the 
arts. 

! Intergenerational and community-wide opportunities to bridge 
divides and to promote understanding of art forms that are 
“feared” because of the unknown. 
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! More Jazz. 
! Funding for local performers. 
! Lack of community art center. 
! Every child should have chance to participate – Parks & 

Recreation is only sports, there is no community arts center 
where people can go to have classes for both children & adults. 

! Indicated that it is important to involve children in art at an 
early age.  Many don’t have rich experiences in the arts. 

! It used to be that string instruments were offered at the third 
grade level, now it’s at the fifth grade level and next year it will 
be sixth grade – that’s too late. 

! Because of the complexity of the string instrument, sixth grade 
is too late.  Children need that extra time.  Art enriches our 
lives, even if we don’t become professional artists.  Arts are an 
integral part of our lives and an integral to academics.  Cedar 
City needs to offer art classes for children and adults outside the 
college through a community program offered at an affordable 
price. 

! There is no arts curriculum in Iron County elementary schools 
and no financial support. 

! How do you not participate in the arts?  It’s everywhere.  We 
need to teach appreciation of the arts and to recognize it in its 
many varieties. 

! Those who are trained in arts are so much better off.  Arts are 
becoming an after thought.  Academics always come first. 

! Observed that youth who have training in the arts are 
strengthened.  Suggested that parents see our power point 
presentation because they need to understand it begins with 
them and their support of art in their children lives is important.  
Noted that Dell Parsons, a renowned artist used by the LDS 
Church, began his career as an artist by drawing cartoon 
characters in high school.  Many students are graduating with 
degrees in arts yet it is very difficult to sustain a family with the 
salary an artist makes.  We need to turn that trend around.   
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Participants and Interviewees 

 
 

 
 

 
 

! Anne Cullimore Decker, Utah Arts Council Board Chair 
! June Thorley, Utah Arts Council Board Member 
! Margaret Hunt, Director 
! Lynette Hiskey, Assistant Director 
! Lila Abersold, Visual Arts Program 
! Anna Boulton, Community Outreach  
! Laura Durham, Visual Arts Program 
! Jana Farr, Cultural Exchange and Advocacy 
! Jim Glenn, Public Arts Program 
! Jean Irwin, Arts Education Program 
! Guy Lebeda, Literary Program 
 

 

UTAH ARTS COUNCIL PARTICIPANTS 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
! Mayor Gerald Sherratt 
! Representative Bud Bowman 
! Steve Bennion, President of Southern Utah University 
! Arlene Braithwaite, SUU Art Department 
! Donna Brown, Cedar City Chamber of Commerce 
! Amy Callister, Parent 
! Sherene Carter 
! Jamie Campbell 
! Juli Corry 
! Sue Cotter, Visual Artist 
! Kay Cook, SUU Literary Guild President and SUU English Dept. Chair 
! Wes Curtis, SUU Center for Rural Life 
! Tina Davis  
! Rodney Decker, Dean, SUU School of Arts 
! Shannon Dulaney, Iron County School District 
! Danielle Dubrasky, poet and SUU Creative Writing Teacher 
! Diana Graff, Director of Sherratt Library 
! Lyman Hafen, Utah Arts Council Board Member 
! Susan Harris 
! Thomas Hatch, Utah State Senator  
! Cherene Heap 
! Darci Hirschi, Parent 
! Melanie Hirschi, Utah PTA Region Director 
! Brian Hoover, Artist 
! Marlo Ihler, Orchestra of Southern Utah, Board Member of 

  Cedar City Arts Council 
! Donna Law, Director of Marketing and Public Relations, Utah  

  Shakespearean Festival 
! Cindy Line 
! Heidie Miller, Cedar City Housing Authority 
! Travis Parashonts, Paiute Tribal Leader 
! Sara Penny  
! Marsha Perkins 
! Todd Petersen, editor, Black Ridge Review, SUU faculty 
! Alisa Peterson 
! Barbara Pioli, Utah Cultural Alliance representative 
! Barbara Prestwich, Visual Arts Coordinator for Cedar City 
! Todd Prince, Cedar City Arts Council 

COMMUNITY PARTICIPANTS 
AND INTERVIEWS 



 

 

! Floyd Rigby 
! Claire Rigby 
! Constance Robinson, Paragonah Mayor 
! Gene Roundy, Iron County Commissioner 
! Ann Salviazul, Proprietor of Blue Sage Shop and Gallery 
! Jane Seegmiller, Gerald Sherratt Library 
! Jyl Shuler, Utah Shakespearean Festival / Community Center Task Force 
! Wayne Smith, Iron County Commissioner 
! Dennis Stowell, Iron County Commissioner 
! Kami Terry, Marketing Manager, Utah Shakespearean Festival 
! June Thorley, retired music teacher 
! Lora Tom, Chairwoman, Paiute Indian Tribe 
! Mona Woolsey, teacher 
 



 

 

APPENDIX B 

 
Support and Services 

2003-2004 
 

 GRANTS  
 Name of Organization Grant Award 
 Braithwaite Fine Arts Gallery $5,210 
 Cedar City Music Arts Association $3,150 
 Orchestra of Southern Utah $2,500 
 Southern Utah University Art Department $1,330 
 Utah Neil Simon Festival $1,500 
 Utah Shakespearean Festival $53,500 
  
 ARTS EDUCATION  
 Name of Organization Grant Award 
 Cedar North Elementary $1,300 
 Mona Woolsey, Teacher Incentive Project Grant $500 
   
 HELPING LOCAL PRESENTERS PRESENT UTAH'S BEST PERFORMERS 
 Name of Organization Grant Award 
 Canyon Country Western Arts $2,500 
 Cedar City Corp. $3,450 
   
 FOLK ARTS/APPRENTICESHIP GRANT  
 Name of Organization Grant Award 
 Eleanor Tom $720 
   
 LITERARY ASSISTANCE  
 Name of Organization Grant Award 
 Southern Utah University Literary Guild $900 
   
 PUBLIC ART  
 Name of Organization Grant Award 
 Southern Utah University Academic Services Center $31,100 
 Southern Utah University Library $92,200 
 Southern Utah University Physical Education Building $172,504 
 Southern Utah University Science Center $71,423 
   
 TOTAL $443,787 
   
   

   
   

 



 

 

 
   
 PROFESSIONAL TRAINING/TECHNICAL ASST  
 Name of Organization Training Program 
 Cedar City Arts Council Change Leader program 
 Orchestra of Southern Utah Change Leader program 
 Brian Head Arts Council Change Leader program 
 Arts of the Nonprofit Tools for Fundraising workshop 
   
 TRAVELING EXHIBITS  
 Name of Organization Exhibit 
 Southern Utah University "Everett Ruess" 
 Southern Utah University "Basics of Abstraction" 
   
   

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Statewide Services for Cedar City  

  
  

Name of Organization Program 
Utah PTA Convention Arts Education 
7 Regional Orientations Arts Education 
AE Workshops & Conferences Arts Education 
Repertory Dance Theatre Educational Outreach Arts Education 
Ririe-Woodbury Dance Co. Educational Outreach Arts Education 
Utah Symphony & Opera Educational Outreach Arts Education 
Artist Workshop:  Gallery Representation Visual Arts 
Artist Workshop:  Marketing Visual Arts 
Artist Workshop:  Taxes and Copyright Laws Visual Arts 
Artist Workshop:  Business Dealings Visual Arts 
Traveling Exhibits   Visual Arts 
Advocacy Training Community Outreach 
Utah Performing Arts Tour Community Outreach 
Art of Nonprofit Training Community Outreach 
ZAP/RAP Tax UAC Administration   

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

POTENTIAL SUPPORT AND SERVICES 



 

 

APPENDIX C 
Interview and Discussion Questions 

 
How do you participate in the arts?  What do the arts mean in your 
every day life? 
 
What are you trying to accomplish in your community? 
 
Why is it important? 
 
What are your biggest challenges? 
 
How can we help you build your community? 

 
General discussion of goals, insights, wants, needs of the community. 
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PowerPoint Presentation 
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